
Divan Ottoman Beds | Storage Smart Style for UK 
Homes  
If your bedroom is fighting a losing battle against clutter, a divan ottoman bed might be the 
single most useful piece of furniture you buy this year. Across the UK, from compact London 
flats to family homes in Leeds and Bristol, homeowners are swapping traditional bed frames for 
ottoman divan beds that lift open to reveal a deep, hidden storage compartment underneath the 
entire mattress base. It's a simple idea executed brilliantly, and it's why the ottoman divan has 
become one of the fastest growing categories in British bedroom furniture. You can browse the 
full range of styles, fabrics and sizes on the ottoman divans collection to see exactly what's 
available right now. 

 

This guide walks through everything you need to know about divan ottoman beds, how they 
work, why they outperform traditional divans and bed frames for storage, which style suits your 
bedroom, what "cheap" really means when it comes to quality, and how to care for your bed 
once it's home. Whether you're searching for a divan ottoman bed frame for a newbuild 
apartment or a full ottoman divan set to complete a master bedroom, you'll find the practical 
detail here to make a confident decision. 

What Is a Divan Ottoman Bed? 



A divan ottoman bed (sometimes called an ottoman divan bed, or simply an ottoman bed) 
combines a divanstyle upholstered base with a gaslift mechanism that raises the entire mattress 
platform on a hinge. Unlike a traditional divan with small drawers built into the sides, an ottoman 
divan gives you access to the whole area underneath  every inch of the base becomes usable 
storage. That's a meaningful difference in square footage, especially in a king size or super king 
bedroom where the space beneath the bed can otherwise sit empty and forgotten. For a real 
world example of this design done well, the Elliott bed frame demonstrates just how much 
storage a single ottoman base can hold without compromising on comfort or style. 

Why Ottoman Divan Beds Are the UK's Favourite Storage 
Solution 

British homes are, on average, smaller than those in much of Europe, and storage is 
consistently ranked as one of the top priorities for UK bedroom shoppers. Terraced houses, 
converted flats and newbuild apartments rarely come with generous builtin wardrobe space, 
which is exactly why divan ottoman beds have found such a natural home in the UK market. 
Bedding, seasonal clothing, spare duvets and even small furniture pieces can disappear neatly 
beneath the mattress, freeing up the rest of the room for living rather than storing. Shoppers 
researching this category consistently ask the same practical question, how much can an 
ottoman divan actually hold? The honest answer is significantly more than a set of underbed 
drawers, and considerably more than a divan with a single storage drawer. 

How Ottoman Divan Beds Work GasLift Storage Explained 

The mechanism behind a divan ottoman bed is simpler than most people expect. A hydraulic 
gaslift system, similar to what you'd find on a car boot, is fitted along one edge of the base. Lift 
the end of the mattress and the entire platform rises smoothly on a hinge, held open safely 
without you needing to prop or support the weight. Beneath it sits a deep, fully lined storage 
cavity that runs the length and width of the bed. Once you're finished, the base lowers back 
down gently under its own controlled resistance rather than slamming shut. It's a mechanism 
built for daily use, and a well engineered gaslift is one of the clearest signs of a quality ottoman 
divan bed versus a budget imitation. The Cidra storage divan bed is a good reference point for 
how smoothly this lift and store action should feel in practice. 

Divan Ottoman Bed Frame vs Traditional Divan What's the 
Difference 

It's easy to lump all divans together, but there's a real functional gap between a traditional divan 
and a divan ottoman bed frame. A traditional divan typically offers two or four small drawers set 
into the base  useful, but limited in both depth and access, since you're reaching into narrow 
compartments from the side. An ottoman divan bed, by contrast, opens from the top and 
exposes the entire base as one continuous storage space. That makes it far easier to store 
bulkier items like duvets, pillows, and out of season clothing without digging through layers. If 

https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/elliott-bedframe/
https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/cidra-storage-divan-bed/


you're comparing options side by side, it's worth looking directly at an ottoman bed alongside a 
standard drawer divan to feel the practical difference in access and capacity for yourself. 

Choosing the Right Ottoman Divan Bed for Your Bedroom 

Picking the right divan ottoman bed comes down to three practical questions, room size, 
opening direction, and mattress size. Ottoman bases lift either endopening (from the foot of the 
bed) or sideopening (from the length of the bed), and your choice should be dictated by how 
much clearance you actually have in the room. Endopening ottomans need space at the foot of 
the bed to lift fully; sideopening versions need clearance along one length instead. Mattress size 
matters too; a divan ottoman bed frame is available from single right through to super king, and 
larger sizes naturally offer proportionally more storage volume. The Trimmed Ottoman Divan 
Bed is a popular starting point for shoppers who want a versatile, midrange option that works 
well in most standard UK bedroom layouts. 

Best Divan Ottoman Bed Styles Available in the UK 

The UK market for ottoman divan beds has expanded well beyond plain fabric bases. 
Chesterfield style deep buttoning, wingback headboards, low profile Scandinavian inspired 
frames, and richly upholstered velvet finishes are all available, meaning the ottoman divan no 
longer has to be a purely practical, stylefree purchase. For a bedroom that leans towards a 
boutique hotel look, the Sydney Storage Divan Bed pairs generous storage with a tailored, 
upholstered silhouette that suits both contemporary and more traditional interiors. 

Divan Ottoman Beds for Small Bedrooms and Flats 

Nowhere does the ottoman divan earn its keep more than in a small bedroom. In flats and box 
rooms across cities like Manchester, Birmingham and London, floor space is often the scarcest 
resource in the home, and a bed that doubles as a wardrobe extension solves two problems in 
one purchase. A sideopening ottoman divan bed is usually the better fit for a smaller room, 
since it typically requires less clearance than an endopening version and can sit flush against a 
wall on three sides. The Rio Ottoman Bed Frame has proven especially popular with flat 
dwellers for exactly this reason, offering a compact footprint without sacrificing the storage 
volume underneath. 

Cheap Divan Ottoman Beds Getting Value Without Compromising 
Quality 

Searching for a cheap divan ottoman bed doesn't have to mean settling for a flimsy gaslift or a 
base that sags after a few months of daily use. The smartest way to shop value in this category 
is to focus on the mechanism and frame construction first, and treat fabric choice as a 
secondary decision. A solid timber or reinforced frame with a rated gaslift will outlast a cheaper 
base by years, even if the upholstery on both looks similar in a photo. The Monaco Ottoman 

https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/trimmed-ottoman-divan-bed/
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Bed is a strong example of an affordably priced ottoman divan that doesn't cut corners on the 
structural elements that actually determine how long the bed lasts. 

Ottoman Divan Bed Sale When to Buy for the Best Deals 

Timing a divan ottoman bed sale purchase can make a genuine difference to price, particularly 
around January stock clearances, bank holiday weekends, and the runup to Black Friday in late 
November. Retailers typically discount ottoman divan beds most aggressively when refreshing 
seasonal ranges, so signing up for stock alerts or checking back during these windows is a 
sensible strategy if you're not in a rush to buy. The Havana Storage Divan Bed is one of the 
ranges regularly featured in seasonal promotions, making it worth a look if you're shopping with 
a firm budget in mind. 

Materials and Craftsmanship What Makes a Quality Ottoman 
Divan 

Not all ottoman divan beds are built to the same standard, and the difference usually comes 
down to what's underneath the fabric rather than the fabric itself. Look for a solid or FSCcertified 
timber frame, a reinforced base designed specifically to bear the weight of a lifting mechanism, 
and a gaslift rated for repeated daily use rather than occasional access. Upholstery quality 
matters too; a tightly woven, stain resistant weave will hold its colour and shape far longer than 
a loosely finished budget fabric. Businesses that have refined their approach to sustainable, 
wellbuilt furniture, such as the practices outlined on the Style Beds sustainability page, tend to 
reflect that same attention to detail across their ottoman divan ranges. 

Ottoman Divan Set Matching Headboards and Accessories 

A complete ottoman divan set typically pairs the storage base with a matching or 
complementary headboard, and sometimes a footboard, to create a cohesive bedroom look 
rather than a mismatched collection of furniture. Matching the headboard fabric and buttoning 
style to the base is the easiest way to make an ottoman divan feel like a considered design 
choice rather than a purely functional purchase. For a deepbuttoned, classic aesthetic that pairs 
particularly well as a full set, the Chesterfield Ottoman Bed offers a headboard and base 
combination that suits both period properties and more traditional modern interiors. 

Divan Bed Ottoman Storage Practical Ways to Use the Space 

Once you've chosen your bed, it's worth thinking ahead about how you'll actually use the 
storage. Vacuum sealed bags for out of season duvets and coats make the most of the depth 
available, while shallow, wide storage boxes are better suited to folded clothing and linens than 
tall stacked items that can shift during the lift and close motion. Many owners also use the 
space for spare pillows, guest bedding, and even suitcases, effectively turning the bed into a 
second wardrobe. The Barcelona Storage Divan Bed has one of the deeper storage cavities in 
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the current UK range, making it a strong choice for anyone planning to store bulkier items rather 
than just spare linens. 

Ottoman Divan Beds vs Bed Frames With UnderBed Drawers 

For shoppers weighing up an ottoman divan against a standard bed frame with underbed 
drawers, the decision usually comes down to access versus aesthetics. Drawerbased frames 
offer quick, side access without needing to move the mattress or bedding, which suits people 
who want to reach items daily. Ottoman divans, meanwhile, offer significantly more total storage 
volume but require lifting the mattress to access it, making them better suited to less frequently 
used items. If your household leans towards the "store it and forget it" habit rather than daily 
access, the ottoman divan's larger capacity will usually win out. The Chesterfield Dream is worth 
comparing directly against drawerstyle alternatives if you're still deciding between the two 
formats. 

Caring for Your Divan Ottoman Bed 

Looking after a divan ottoman bed is straightforward, but a few habits will noticeably extend its 
lifespan. Vacuum the upholstery regularly to prevent dust building up in the weave, and treat any 
fabric spills promptly with a manufacturer recommended cleaner rather than a generic 
household product. Check the gaslift mechanism periodically for smooth operation, and avoid 
overloading the storage compartment beyond its rated weight, since this can put unnecessary 
strain on the hinge over time. The Serenity Slumber range is built with easycare fabrics 
specifically chosen to hold up well under everyday family use, which is a helpful benchmark 
when comparing durability across different beds. 



 

Sizing Your Ottoman Divan Bed Correctly 

UK divan ottoman beds are available in the standard national sizing range  single (3ft), small 
double (4ft), double (4ft6), king size (5ft) and super king (6ft)  and it's worth measuring your 
room's clearance in both the closed and fully open position before committing to a size. A super 
king ottoman divan, for example, needs meaningfully more floor space to lift open than the 
same size in a standard drawer divan, since the entire base needs headroom and swing 
clearance. Getting this measurement right before ordering avoids the common and frustrating 
mistake of a bed that fits the room but can't actually be opened. The Chesterfield is available 
across this full size range, making it a useful reference point when comparing footprint against 
storage capacity. 

Delivery, Assembly and What to Expect 

Most ottoman divan beds in the UK arrive flatpacked or partassembled, with the gaslift 
mechanism and frame requiring straightforward tool assembly  typically a twoperson job given 
the weight of a fully upholstered base. Reputable retailers will specify assembly time and 
whether professional installation is available as an addon, which is worth checking before 
delivery day if you're not confident tackling it yourself. Once assembled, test the lift mechanism 
a few times before adding your storage items, so you're fully comfortable with the motion and 
any locking catch. The Style Beds Regal Haven Bed is a good example of a range that includes 
clear assembly guidance alongside the product, which makes the whole process considerably 
less stressful for first time ottoman divan buyers. 

https://stylebeds.co.uk/


Final Decision 

Choosing between the many divan ottoman beds on the UK market ultimately comes down to 
matching storage capacity, opening style, and fabric finish to your specific bedroom and budget. 
Start with the practical questions, how much clearance do you have, how much storage do you 
genuinely need, and what fabric will suit your existing decor  before narrowing down by style. 
Visiting the full ottoman divans collection is the easiest way to compare sizes, colours and price 
points side by side once you've settled on your priorities. 

Frequently Asked Questions(FAQs) 

What is the difference between a divan and an ottoman divan bed? 

A standard divan typically has small side drawers for storage, while an ottoman divan lifts the 
entire mattress base on a gaslift hinge. This gives an ottoman divan considerably more usable 
storage space than a drawerbased equivalent, since the whole area beneath the bed becomes 
accessible rather than a few narrow compartments. 

How much storage does an ottoman divan bed provide?  

Storage capacity depends on the bed size and depth of the base, but ottoman divans generally 
offer significantly more volume than drawer divans. A king or super king ottoman divan can 
comfortably store duvets, pillows, seasonal clothing and spare bedding, effectively functioning 
as an additional wardrobe within the bedroom. 

Are ottoman divan beds safe to use daily?  

Yes, Quality ottoman divan beds use a rated gaslift mechanism designed for frequent, everyday 
use, similar to a car boot hinge. The lift should feel smooth and controlled in both directions, and 
a wellbuilt base will hold its position safely while open without needing manual support. 

What size ottoman divan bed should I choose for a small bedroom?  

For smaller rooms, a sideopening ottoman divan bed is usually the better choice, as it generally 
needs less floor clearance to open fully than an endopening version. Measuring your room in 
both the closed and open position before ordering is the best way to avoid sizing issues. 

Can I get a cheap divan ottoman bed without sacrificing quality? 

Yes, but value should be judged by frame construction and gaslift quality rather than price alone. 
A wellbuilt, affordably priced ottoman divan with a solid frame and reliable lift mechanism will 
outlast a cheaper option with a weaker structure, even if the initial price looks similar. 



When is the best time to buy an ottoman divan bed in a sale?  

UK retailers typically discount ottoman divan beds most heavily during January stock 
clearances, bank holiday weekends, and the Black Friday period in late November. Signing up 
for stock alerts ahead of these periods is a practical way to secure a better price without rushing 
the decision. 
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